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MG 11 (T)


WITNESS STATEMENT

CJ Act 1967, s.9; MC Act 1980, ss.5A(3)(a) and 5B; Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, Rule 27.1

	Statement of
	..................................MichaelConstable
	URN:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age if under 18
	Over 18 ............
	(if over 18 insert ‘over 18’)
	Occupation:
	Police Officer ..........................

	
	

	This statement (consisting of:   8.........
	pages each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I


make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated anything in it which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true.

	Signature:..........................................................................
	
	Date:
	24/01/2015 .........................

	
	
	
	

	Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded
	
	(supply witness details on rear)
	

	
	
	
	


I am PC Michael CONSTABLE 596LX I’m a Police Officer for Lambeth Licensing and Night Time Economy Team. I am the dedicated officer for North Lambeth.

This is the first opportunity to write this statement, as I have been involved in the evidence gathering for the summary review of the premises Carriage 34 on 3rd February 2015. I have used folder to assist me in writing this statement to give an overview in my participation and engagement with Carriage 34.

This statement refers to licensed premises Carriage 34, 34 Lower Marsh, SE1 7RG. This is located in the Bishops ward, an area which I have been tasked for looking after. The venue first came to my attention on Monday 27th October 2014, in which I was informed of what had taken place by PS JARRED. This was an assault of Grievous Bodily Harm, that took place inside the venue and that security had refused Police entry.

I was tasked with to arranging a meeting to discuss what had happened, and how things can be improved in future with Police and the premises management of Carriage 34. I’ve requested the Premises Owners Mr Dhillion and Mr Singh to attend along with the Designated Premises Supervisor (DPS) Rajan Bhanot via voicemail and email. Rajan Bhanot informed me via email that the owners were away in India and were not able to attend. I’d also been tasked to do intelligence checks on the venue and discovered there had been two (2) previous assaults, both of Grievous Bodily Harm(GBH) Crime reports 1224533/14 and 1226058/14 refers.

On Wednesday 29th October (Appendix 8) at 1430 hours I meeting was held at Brixton Police Station on the first floor in the meeting room. Those in attendance were: Police Sergeant (PS) Tony JARRED, Police Constable (PC) Eren BESSIM and me are all from Lambeth Police Licensing Team. Pam RILEY from the Local Authority and Sue JONES from the Central Licensing Team, Rajan BHANOT
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Michael Constable..............................................................................................


was representing Carriage 34. PS JARRED chaired the meeting, and I had recorded the minutes of the meeting. PS JARRED has given an account of what has taken place, Rajan has stated that a male was assaulted and had a report from security staff, and that he had not had any serious incidents since one and a half years. PS JARRED informed him that he that there had been other GBH incidents, Rajan didn’t not know this.

During the meeting Rajan seemed to down play actions that took place on the night, so with regards to cleaning up the crime scene, Rajan stated that glass was just being swept away. Rajan also stated that he has street wardens, Josh and Richard, they do not have a SIA badge. PS JARRED pointed out that job role would need SIA accreditation as it relates to a licensing role. Rajan believed that it was good idea and had worked well in a previous role. High intoxication, empty glass bottles, dancing at venue and the security were also brought up. Of concern to me was that security were being paid cash in hand, and the street wardens. It was also questioned by PC BESSIM about how effective security were at the venue. Rajan was adamant that they should stay at the venue, he came across as trying to be friendly but appeared to me he did not have the management skills to run the premises effectively. He could not give a clear course of action, he was informed we would document the meeting and send our advice and would like how and what action he would take. At the end of the meeting whilst I was escorting Rajan from the meeting room I told him that I was there to help for guidance and advice, but he needed to take some positive action and get a grip of the premises.

On Friday 31st October 2014 (Appendix 9) I was with my colleagues PC EDLRIDGE and PC SANDALL in full high visibility uniform conducting Lambeth Licensing tasking as part of Operation Equinox. This is a Metropolitan Police Service operation to reduce violence with injuries throughout London. At 2245 hours we have attended Carriage 34, this was a brief visit as venue was just about to open I viewed CCTV and could see dancing was taking place, and that the premises appeared to be a night club. I told Rajan this needed to be rectified. PC ELDRIDGE also informed him that a proper risk assessment of the premises needed to be done. I informed him that we would return later when it was busier to see how it was running.

On Saturday 1st November 2014 (Appendix 9) at 0215 hours I have returned, with my colleagues and upon seeing Police a security has said “Oh shit” he was a Black male and went inside the venue to let them know Police were here. I made a record of this in my Pocket Note Book Serial Number 01LD/ 84/14 Pages 62 and 63.
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Whilst outside the venue, on 34 LOWER MARSH STREET I could hear a lot of music coming from Carriage 34, this has suddenly been decreased in volume. I have gone inside and could see dancing had been taking place, I have then gone to the office located near the DJ booth, near the side door. I have gone down stairs and spoke to Rajan. I have then conducted a full Licensing visit. I recorded this on from 695 - this is a Metropolitan Police Service Record of Visit to licensed premises. Rajan has then seen Police outside the venue, and I was talking to Rajan. I remember this specifically as I was very annoyed as it appeared the venue had not listened to Police advice, especially with regards to security. Rajan did not feel me with confidence, I told him he needed to resolve the issues pointed out and that I was still able to assist but he needed to take the lead. Rajan was hand delivered a Police advice letter which Rajan took.

On 2nd November 2014 (Appendix 10) at 2237 hours I have conducted another visit with my colleagues PC EDLRIDGE and PC SANDALL there were no issues, and told him he would hear from me soon. After then Rajan would email the premises response, this was received on 5th November 2014. (Appendix 11) Rajan also asked me for his assistance for getting his CCTV hard drive back with regards to the investing of GBH on 26th October 2014. I tried to help with getting this back by contacting the Officer investigating. I also helped, by contacting James BARRETT to get Carriage 34 as part of the Business Crime Reduction Partnership (as per advice given, and agreed upon) I have organised via the Metropolitan Police Service Central Licensing team a Crime Scene management guide, a bar policy with regards to Crime Scene Preservation to be signed by staff.

There were no incidents of note, until Saturday 29th November 2014 (Appendix 12) in which Police received intelligence via PC Andy SCOTT 2623CW from Westminster Licensing Team that a gang from Lewisham called the Ghetto Boys were going to attend HYDE CLUB and also some Peckham Gangs were going to turn up and trouble was expected. These gangs may now be attending Carriage 34. Inspector PALMER attended and spoke to Rajan BHANOT with PC ELDRIDGE, and told Rajan.

I was with PC Sam WILL in full uniform whilst we were doing Op Equinox Licensing visits, whilst they were at the venue. At that time, approximately 2230 hours despite being told this information Rajan did not want to close. Even though the club in Westminster closed voluntarily to prevent any crime or disorder.

A close of 2am was agreed upon, in which I stayed at the venue and spoke to Rajan and a male who I only know as Pav. Pav was a stake holder, Rajan informed me. Pav had an influence over Rajan and
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did not want to close, and could not see the fact that Police resources were being drained due to the management’s complete lack of action. They had to been told what to do, and had Police not have been there I believe some sort of incident would have taken place.

At times security would leave their position at the front door, and go to talk to people in the smoking area. This is located in Johanna Street. I pointed this out to the Rajan, that security should be on the front door, Rajan has then told security to return to his position. This was pointed out several times by PC Constable, as security guard kept going to talk to a female in the smoking area. I was standing with the Inspector approximately ten (10) to fifteen (15) feet away on the other side of LOWER MARSH STREET on the pavement. I had a clear, unobstructed venue in which there was plenty of street lighting to see this. The weather was also clear, with no rain.

Four (4) Police Officers were located at the venue until close by Inspector PALMER in which I conducted Licensing visits with Inspector PALMER. Disappointment was shown to Rajan with regards to this, as again he appeared to have no control of the situation, and did not know what to do unless advised by Police. The security did not seem interested and at times were not even paying attention to their duties.

Lisa NAZARETH from the Security Industry Authority (SIA) was made aware with regards to Police concerns of the ‘street wardens’. A CAD (Computer Aided Dispatch) was created 9234/6DEC14 was created for SIA to conduct checks, however they were unable to do so.

On Saturday 20th December 2014 (Appendix 13) at 0210 hours I conducted a licensing visit in which I was in full uniform with PC SAILSMAN, the visit was recorded on form 695. In which there was nothing of note. Rajan had some notices up with regards to dancing, and the plastic vessels were still in place. I updated him regards to getting his hard drive back as he continued to get this back.

On Monday 5th January 2015 (Appendix 14) I was made aware of a murder that had taken place near Waterloo train station on Saturday 3rd January and that it may be linked to Carriage 34. This was not confirmed at the time upon reading the crime report for it. I was also made aware that the Lambeth North Neighbourhood Police Team had been patrolling near LOWER MARSH STREET and had to keep officers deployed there until close.

On Wednesday 7th January 2015 (Appendix 14) PC GODDARD emailed me and informed of one of the street wardens who was working at Carriage 34 had been identified, and was known to him as he had a serious conviction against him. I have requested PC GODDARD to make a statement to this effect. SIA were due to visit the venue, however prior to this there was a stabbing on Sunday 11th January
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2015 at 0334 hours. (Appendix 15).

I was in full uniform and was call sign LX200. I was working alongside me colleague PC SANDALL 408LX in an un marked police car. This involved concentrating solely on licensing. At about 0330 hours I heard that there had been a stabbing at Carriage 34. I have heard this on my personal radio. I have shown us assigned and travelling from BRIXTON. PC SANDALL has then driven us to the venue. Whilst en route to the venue, Inspector ORAM - Duty Inspector has informed me of his intention to issue a Closure Notice.

At 0357 hours we arrived at LOWER MARSH. I made my way to the venue, whilst walking to the venue I noticed a lot of people talking and walking about.

I’ve also noticed two pools of blood on the road. I’ve walked to CARRIAGE 34 and was greeted by Rajan BHANOT. He is the Designated Premises Supervisor (DPS) he is the person in charge of the running of the venue. I asked him what had happened, and he told me some males that had been ejected had kicked off and punched the door window at the front of the venue. I wanted to speak to the officer first on scene to get their account, this was PC 692LX, he had gone to hospital with the victim. I’ve then spoken to Rajan and we then went to his office inside the venue.

I’ve then told him what was going to happen, and read out the s76 Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 Closure Notice to him. I told him this would mean the venue would be closed upto

48 hours, with a court possibly deciding to keep the venue closed for a further three months. Rajan was trying to reason with me, and I told him it had already been authorised. As the form was not signed, we had to return to BRIXTON POLICE STATION to get it signed, in which Inspector Tony ORAM done so. We returned to the venue about 15 minutes later, this was about 0430 hours.

I then spoke to Rajan again he did not have details of street wardens he had hired. He stated Pav (business owner) had the details, and he didn’t have them as they worked on a casual basis. The security gave their details to my colleagues; however they were not very co-operative. They continued to protest their innocence.

I gave him a copy of the notice with the dates in which the closure notice was in effect for. 11/01/2015 - 13/01/2015 at 0544 hours, he signed my Pocket Note Book: 01LD/84/14, Page 72 to confirm that the Closure Notice had been served. Whilst taking to him about the Closure Notice I could notice some staff arguing on the CCTV, this was of interest to me. Rajan then turned it off, I promptly turned it back on. It appeared that he did not want me to view that.

I have been given the task of being the Dedicated Officer for Carriage 34 and have been working
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alongside to assist them I have so since early November 2014. I’ve advised them on how to ensure they meet the Licensing objectives. This was primarily down to the venues lack of co-operation when there was a serious assault that took place inside the venue. Security has refused Police Entry and had been cleaning up a crime scene.

I have advised them on a variety of things: Plastic vessels instead of glass. Crime scene management.

Monitoring intox levels, and how to deal with those that are drunk and the venue’s duty of care, etc.

I had noticed an improvement for several weeks however the venue started to come to notice. I would then conduct venue visits every other week. This was when I was on night shifts. I would notice that patrons inside the venue were highly intoxicated, they were unsteady on their feet, slurring words and pupils dilated. I pointed this out to Rajan and advised him of sobering patrons up towards closing time. He stated he would give out free water, and toast. He was advised that the security would need to be changed, and he needed to be more in control as he was the DPS and in charge, it seemed like he was bullied by the security. He especially defended them even when they refused Police entry to a crime scene.

He kept stating that the victim may have slipped on some glass. The Detective Sergeant said that the injury to the victim was more of a puncture wound and consistent to a stab wound.

It is in my opinion that Rajan lacks the leadership to deal with running Carriage 34. He was also advised with regards to kettling the smokers at the side door, in which this could be a potential risk should anyone need to leave via the fire exit.

There were a lot of questions that Rajan could not answer, and this is of great concern as he is supposed to be the person in charge of the venue. His answer to prevent this from happening again was to change the type of music, and not to play Afrobeat music.

Of concern to myself and SIA was the fact that they were employing so called ‘Street Wardens’ despite being told by myself and PS JARRED that they would need a SIA badge. Rajan only had first names of these Street wardens, and didn’t understand why this was of worry to me. Rajan originally told CID that he didn’t have CCTV, it was only after our (Licensing) intervention that CCTV was secured. Members of staff also knew what had taken place, especially the Head of Security- Valentine WALKER but did not wish to assist.

I have specifically followed the direction provided in paragraph 11.10 of the Guidance issued under s.182 Licensing Act 2003 which states that;

“It is important to recognise that the promotion of the licensing objectives relies heavily on a partnership between licence holders, authorised persons, responsible authorities and any other persons in pursuit of common
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aims. Where authorised persons and responsible authorities have concerns about problems identified at premises, it is good practice for them to give licence holders early warning of their concerns and the need for improvement, and where possible they should advise the licence or certificate holder of the steps they need to take to address those concerns.’

I have been in regular contact with Rajan BHANOT and have tried to assist him in achieving the licensing objectives. I have done this by providing details of the Business Crime Reduction Partnership, this enables all members to share information and real time communications with each other and the Police via intranet and a dedicated radio. Crime scene management guide to assist him and his staff, recommending removal of glass (this was completed by the premises). I constantly reminded Rajan with high intoxication levels, removal of security and street wardens, this was not listened to and in my opinion has led to serious assaults taking place and the lack of positive action due to security’s inability and unwillingness to assist police in investigations. He was also made aware of noise pollution, this was due to the side door on Johanna Street being constantly open, due to the smokers. I also pointed out that the smoking area was barricaded with metal barriers, this could have been a Fire risk as the side door was a fire exit.

I have collated evidence and assist with the draft of the summary review, in which I read:

CAD: 2350/27JUL14 - 27th July 2014 1224533/14 - GBH - 10th August 2014 1226058/14 - GBH - 24th August 2014 1233539/14 - GBH - 26th October 2014

CAD: 8866/29NOV14 - 29th November 2014 CAD 569/4JAN15 - 4th January 2015

1201002/15 - GBH - 11th January 1201009/15 - Criminal Damage/Affray

It is of my opinion that this venue will continue to generate crime and disorder. This is down to the security and management of Carriage 34.

Rajan BHANOT did implement some actions as per Police advice, and that was acknowledged by me and I praised them for that. I did state that more needed to be achieved though. Rajan had no course of action, and could not come up with anything unless adviced by Police. The main piece of advice, in which several officers including PS JARRED, PC ELDRIDGE, PC BESSIM and me was to change security as they were not good enough. This was re-iterated on numerous occasions from the original meeting right up until 11th January 2015. Rajan completely ignored this, he also ignored the fact that street wardens were not licensed to work in that capacity. He was oblivious of any serious incidents, as
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I mentioned. When Rajan was informed of the stabbing he stated that the victim may have fallen over and landed on some broken glass. He’s immediate course of action to prevent anything else happening in future was to change the music style. When I heard this I could not believe what I heard. At that point I believed Rajan BHANOT was a liability as DPS and should no longer remain in that position as people were continuing to get seriously hurt. Rajan also deliberately tried to mislead CID officers by stating they had no CCTV, upon intervention by me and PC SANDALL this was rectified. The majority of the assaults were due to events that were booked with the premises.

The security did not wish to assist Police on 11th January even though they knew the victim. The security’s ability not have ‘seen or heard’ anything was astounding, especially as the venue is quite small with a capacity of about 150 people and the fact that it was of the head of security’s friend.

Security had only one incident recorded (as of the meeting on Wednesday 29th October 2014) despite there being two (2) assaults of GBH prior. The one incident that was recorded by security was with regards to what the meeting was about. The assaults all took place inside the venue. Two of the assaults were appalling, in my opinion. One male assault victim had been assaulted and was ‘soccer kicked’ in his head, with suspect allowed to stand outside near the victim and to make off prior to Police arrival. This led to a bleed to the brain. The other assault in which the female victim had been punched in the face several times and grabbed by her throat, this was due to her spurning the advances from some males who were trying to chat her up. This behaviour was not challenged or eliminated and this has led to four (4) Grievous Bodily Harm Assaults and one (1) Criminal Damage and affray reported to Police. These are reports that we are aware of. There has been a serious lack of premises staff not calling Police, so there could be a lot of under reporting.
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	Witness contact details
	
	
	

	Home address:   ..............................................................................................................................................................................
	

	...................................................................................................................................................
	
	
	Postcode:   .............................

	Home telephone number...................................................
	Work telephone number
	..........................................................

	Mobile/pager number...................................................
	Email address:  .............................................................................

	Preferred means of contact:   ........................................................................................................................................................
	

	Male / Female (delete as applicable)
	Date and place of birth:   .................................................................................

	Former name:   .............................................
	Ethnicity Code (16+1):    ....................
	Religion/belief:   .............................

	Dates of witness non-availability
	..................................................................................................................................................

	
	
	
	
	


.........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Witness care

a) Is the witness willing and likely to attend court? Yes / No. If ‘No’, include reason(s) on MG6.
b) What can be done to ensure attendance?

c) Does the witness require a Special Measures Assessment as a vulnerable or intimidated witness? Yes / No. If ‘Yes’ submit MG2 with file.

d) Does the witness have any specific care needs? Yes / No. If ‘Yes’ what are they? (Disability, healthcare, childcare, transport, , language
difficulties, visually impaired, restricted mobility or other concerns?)

	
	Witness Consent (for witness completion)
	
	
	
	Yes
	
	No
	
	
	
	
	

	
	a)
	The criminal justice process and Victim Personal Statement scheme (victims only) has
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	been explained to me
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	b)
	I have been given the Victim Personal Statement leaflet
	
	
	Yes
	
	No
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	c)
	I have been given the leaflet ‘Giving a witness statement to police — what happens next?’
	Yes
	
	No
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	d)
	I consent to police having access to my medical record(s) in relation to this matter:
	Yes
	
	No
	
	N/A
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	(obtained in accordance with local practice)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	e)
	I consent to my medical record in relation to this matter being disclosed to the defence:
	Yes
	
	No
	
	N/A
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	f)
	I consent to the statement being disclosed for the purposes of civil proceedings e.g. child
	Yes
	
	No
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	care proceedings, CICA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	g)
	The information recorded above will be disclosed to the Witness Service so they can offer
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	help and support, unless you ask them not to. Tick this box to decline their services:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Signature of witness:..........................................................................
	
	Print name:
	....................................................
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Signature of parent/guardian/appropriate adult:   ..................................................
	Print name:
	....................................................
	
	
	
	
	
	
	...

	
	Address and telephone number if different from above:   ....................................................................................................................
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Statement taken by (print name):  PC Michael CONSTABLE ............................
	Station:   Brixton............................................
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Time and place statement taken:   ...................................................................................................................................................
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